
Brainectomy, Antelope Valley College, Anatomy -2- 
 

Speaking about the arachnoid villi, and lack of lymphatics, he now elevates the brain within the 
cavity of the skull. He is going to cut the olfactory nerve first in his process to pull the brain 
away from its neural and arterial connections in the skull. Because the frontal area isn’t protected 
by much more than the skull, the first cranial nerve is the most common nerve to get damaged. 
Patients may complain, ‘I can’t smell well’. He looses his mike and we take a break until  ... can 
you hear me now?? can you hear me now? 
He shows us the olfactory nerve as we even get a peek at the optic nerve. He pulls away more 
dura mater to make room. We clearly see the optic chiasm. More questions on tumors. He taps 
his foot as he speaks and gestures with his hand, and holds the brain. Langjhar does a good job 
with a video camera so we can see the over head and Feickert still is holding the brain so it won’t 
fall. 
Optic is cut, we see the carotid artery. It is a large white artery (the blood is gone) that bifurcates 
and he cuts this also, some questions from him on ‘where did it go?’ It must be hot under the 
spot light, as he wipes his forehead. Langjhar uses one finger to hold the brain away from the 
front of the skull as he video tapes and the nerves are cut. Misra plays with the olfactory bulb and 
nerve. Our vision into the opening space increases with each cut. A question. He talks and then 
asks to the inquirer, “Did I answer the question?” Everyone laughs because his answers are so 
full of information. 
On to cranial nerve #3. Information about the parasympathetic and sympathetic and the eyes as 
the window to the brain. If pupils are dilated and non-reactive – not good. Looking for trochlear 
nerve #4. Its nuclei is on the dorsal side – the only cranial nerve. It is also along the tentorium. 
Questions on abducting the eye. He digs farther with a nice pair of succors and shows us the 
tentorium. 
More slides. Talk about the nerves and the distinguishable trigeminal nerve. Basilar artery is also 
shown. One hour into the –ectomy and he is so full of talk and animation. He speaks of certain 
brain damages; they all end with ‘not a good one, very bad sign’. Now we see the basilar artery. 
Not a ribbon-like strip, but large white and round like the carotid. He reaches deep into the 
opening to cut more nerves. 
He now pulls on the brain with little snips to the tissue. The sounds of liquid and tearing fills our 
ears and eyes. It gets quiet....A large CRASH... as a scapula falls to the floor. 
He is now still detaching, it’s almost there... 
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